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SGA seeks Senators
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By MORGAN WRIGHT
THE PARTHENONMarshall University’s Stu-dent Government Association is inviting current students to apply to become a Senate mem-ber. There are currently 10 to 15 seats in the Senate open for which students can apply. A student senator has many duties. They must be present at every Senate meeting. SGA meets every 4 p.m. Tuesday in the Shawkey Room or BE5 in the Memorial Student Center. Senate members are re-quired to be on a committee. The committees to choose from include the judiciary commit-
tee, finance committee, campus life and service committee, and the constituency based proj-ects committee. Senators can choose to be on any four of those committees that gener-ally meet once a week. 
Senators must have 20 office hours every semester. The of-
fice hours mean the senator is 
in the SGA office for students to come with questions or concerns. Senators also must perform eight community ser-vice hours, which SGA offers opportunities for the senators to reach that goal.Student Government Presi-dent Pro-Tempore Nick Chancey said being a part of 
SGA is beneficial to students in numerous ways.“When you become a senator you are actively contributing to Marshall Uni-versity and contributing to the needs of the student body as a whole,” Chancey said. “You have students every day complaining about this or that, and this gives students the opportunity to accurately represent the needs of the people that they go to school with.”
Chancey also expressed the importance of having every 
Senate seat filled. A full Sen-ate helps get a more accurate depiction of the needs and con-cerns of the student body.
“By filling these seats, we have people from every col-lege, every aspect and walk of life on this university, and we can represent the university fairly,” Chancey said. “By not 
having those seats filled, we are not fully representing the student body, and that is the ultimate goal and objective of the student Senate and Student Government.”First semester freshmen are not eligible to become a senator. Anyone interested in becom-ing a senator will be invited to a program called the Senate Apprenticeship Program and shadow a current Senate mem-ber to learn the ins and outs of being a senator. Freshman can apply to be a senator during their second semester.Chancey said becoming a part of SGA has been a great op-portunity and has expanded his 
social network significantly.“It has provided me with some amazing leadership posi-tions,” Chancey said. “It’s been an amazing resume builder and at the end of the day, it feels good to say I did everything I could to help further this university.”Students can become part of the Senate by either run-
ning for the office in the spring elections or applying for open Senate seats. To apply for an open Senate seat, students must go to the Student Gov-ernment website and make an application online under the register tab.
Morgan Wright can be 
contacted at wright265@
marshall.edu.
Multiple seats open for 
students to apply
SAMUEL SPECIALE | THE PARTHENON
Tyler Davis, senior music education major 
from Huntington, performs during Octubafest 
II: Tubaween Monday in Smith Music Hall.
By MISTY ERNEST
THE PARTHENONThe School of Music and The-atre presented Octubafest II: Tubaween in Smith Music Hall 8 p.m. Monday.The concert featured Marshall University’s Tubo-nium Ensemble, as well as high school students and members of the community.The Tubonium Ensemble in-cludes Marshall students who play the tuba and euphonium.High school students from the area were invited to per-form in this concert to gain experience and interest in Mar-shall’s School of Music.Community members were welcomed to join the students and continue their love for per-forming these instruments.Allison Eason, sophomore at Marshall, said that she liked getting to perform with com-munity members.“It’s fun because it shows that even when you’re out of college you can still come back and play,” Eason said.Octubafest is an event that the music department puts on every year and is solely for tu-bas and euphoniums.
Octubafest I is a recital that features solo performances of the Tubonium Ensemble. This performance was Wednesday in Smith Music Hall.Octubafest II is a concert that is hosted close to Halloween and invites the performers to dress up in costumes.Candy was passed out and the audience was encouraged to dress in costumes as well.Guy Parker, junior music education major, said that Oc-tubafest II is a great event in the music department. “Being in a music program like this, it’s pretty important to have some things keep peo-ple interested,” Parker said. “It’s fun because there’s noth-ing else I get to dress up to like this.”Octubafest II is also a great recruiting system for high school students.Both Eason and Parker per-formed in Octubafest while in 
high school which helped influ-ence them to come to Marshall. Eason attended Cabell Midland and Parker attended Hunting-ton High School.Samuel Kirkendoll, a junior at Lincoln County High School, 
reflected on his opportunity to perform in Octubafest.“It’s a great experience to be able to come out and par-ticipate with all of the college kids,” Kirkendoll said. “It’s a good learning environment, es-pecially for musicians.”The performance opened up with “Traditional Values” by Barbara York, which was played by the Tubonium Ensemble. Tyler Davis, senior music education major, followed with a solo performance on his tuba.Allison Eason and Joey Gray-beal played the euphonium and joined Seth Edwards and Katherine Hebbard on their tu-bas while they performed “The Firebird” by Igor Starvinsky.The concert concluded with the Tubonium Ensemble, the high school students and com-munity members playing together. They performed “Lit-tle Medley of Horrors VI,” which was arranged by George Palton, professor of tuba at Marshall.Palton is the director of the Tubonium Ensemble and di-rected the Octubafest II concert. 
Misty Ernest can be con-
tacted at ernest9@marshall.
edu.
Tubonium Ensemble performs Halloween concert
Kevin Pollak 
headlines 
‘An Evening 
of Comedy’
Stand-up comedians 
bring laughs to the 
Keith-Albee Theatre
PHOTOS BY LEXI BROWNING | THE PARTHENON
By ZACH HAUGHT
THE PARTHENONKevin Pollak charmed audi-ences Monday with his unique style of comedy at Hunting-ton’s Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center.The performance was at-tended by fans of all ages, ranging in familiarity with Pol-lak’s work.Jade Boggs, senior from Cincinnati, Ohio, in Marshall University’s criminal justice program, has been a fan since she saw Pollak’s role as Jacob Goldman in “Grumpy Old Men.” She was looking forward to 
Pollak’s impression of actor Christopher Walken the most.Cody Harrison, senior fo-rensic chemistry major from Parkersburg, W.Va., said he has been a fan for about 10 years. Harrison said he was look-ing forward to all of Pollak’s impressions and that Pollak’s older material will likely be the best received.“A lot of people here are prob-ably older,” Harrison said. “They probably know like a lot of his old stuff and probably his older stuff will be the biggest hits.”Ryan Lake of Huntington said he was familiar with some of 
Pollak’s work but decided to attend based on a friend’s ex-perience. In preparation of the show, Lake did research on Pol-lak’s impressions.“I have a buddy that saw him a couple of years ago. He said he was a great show, so I came down and wanted to check it out,” Lake said. “I was actually reading up on some of them because I knew a couple of them, so I’m excited to see him tonight.”Lake said another reason for his attendance was excitement over Huntington hosting an act he would likely enjoy.
“It’s been awhile since I’ve seen a good comedian. I think that’s one of the main reasons I came down here,” Lake said. “Huntington doesn’t get a lot of 
good acts, so this is definitely one of them I wanted to come out and check it out.”Boggs’ excitement was met when Pollak went into character as Walken for several minutes, detailing stories in which the two have met. Pollak also took Walken’s voice and mannerisms 
through fictional, comical situa-tions at the grocery story.
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By MAGGIE SMITH
THE PARTHENONThe Greater Huntington Park and Recreation District extended its Party on the Patio series with a Halloween concert Saturday night. The Boo Bash took place at Heritage Station from 7-11 p.m. Kevin Brady, executive direc-tor of the Greater Huntington Park and Recreation District, said the Boo Bash celebrated the upcoming holiday.“It’s just for fun because it’s Hal-loween,” Brady said. “It’s kind of a continuation of our Party on the 
Patio program, which normally ends in September. Everyone kept saying, ‘Well why don’t you have one more party?’ so here we are.”National recording artist Stephen Salyers performed a free concert at the Boo Bash and radio station Hits 97.9 handed out prizes. Brady said that around $2,000 in cash and prizes would be handed out. Some of the prizes were handed out to the winners of several cos-tume contests during breaks in the concert.  Kim Berry, winner of the most orig-inal costume contest, created chicken 
costumes for herself and Dan Berry.Though temperatures were low Saturday night, the Boo Bash had people dancing and celebrating throughout the party. Derek Levine, an on-air talent for Kindred Commu-nications who can be heard on Hits 97.9, acted as master of ceremonies for the event. He said that despite the cold, he hoped everyone was having a good time. Other prizes offered last night in-cluded Martina McBride tickets and a grand prize trip to Gatlinburg, Tenn. 
Maggie Smith can be contacted 
at smith1769@marshall.edu.
Party on the patio
Boo Bash celebration rocks Heritage Station with a Halloween concert
MAGGIE SMITH | THE PARTHENON
MC Derek Levine, left, with Kim Berry, middle, and Dan Berry, right, winners of the Most Original Costume contest.
By KAREN KAPLAN
LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)Even healthy children can come 
down with a case of flu severe enough to kill them in a matter of days, according to a new re-port from researchers at the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.Children who were in good 
health before contracting influ-enza seemed to progress from infection to death more rapidly than children with high-risk medi-cal conditions, the researchers reported in a study published Monday in the journal Pediatrics.
The finding is based on the first 
analysis of all flu deaths among chil-
dren since the National Notifiable Diseases Surveillance System be-gan tracking such cases in  2004. In the eight years through September 2012, there were 830 laboratory-
confirmed deaths from flu.In 794 of those cases, the re-searchers were able to check the patients’ medical histories. They found that 341 of those victims did not have a medical condition that would have made them more 
vulnerable to influenza.
Health officials take influenza seriously because it’s easy for people to reduce their risk of in-
fection by getting  flu shots. CDC 
officials reported last month that 43 percent of children weren’t 
vaccinated during the 2012-13 flu season, along with 58 percent of adults.
To put the 104 annual flu deaths into perspective, the CDC said there were 9,595 deaths among children ages 1 to 14 in 2010. Ac-cidents, congenital malformations and cancer were among the lead-ing causes of death.
Researchers in the CDC’s Influ-enza Division and its Epidemic Intelligence Service discovered that between 2004 and 2012, the 
median age of fatal flu victims was 7. Among cases where place of death was recorded, 65 percent died after being admitted to a hos-pital, 18 percent died while being treated in an emergency room and 16 percent  were not in a hospital.Slightly more than half of the victims were boys, 45 percent were white, 23 percent were La-tino, 18 percent were African American, 4 percent were Asian American, 2 percent were Native Americans or Alaska natives, and 1 percent were Native Hawaiians 
or Pacific Islanders.
The deadliest flu season for chil-dren was in 2009-10, with 282 deaths (or 3.8 deaths per 1 million 
children). That flu season began a few months after the H1N1 swine 
flu was identified in the United States, and pediatric deaths peaked in October 2009. The most 
benign flu season of the study was the most recent. Only 35 children 
died of the flu in 2011-12, the re-searchers found.Among victims who had a high-risk medical condition before they 
got the flu, neurological disorders were the most common, followed by pulmonary disorders (includ-ing asthma), chromosomal or genetic conditions, and congeni-tal heart disease or other forms of cardiac disease.Pneumonia was the most com-
mon flu complication reported among the children who died, with 51 percent of them affected. Other types of bacterial infections in-cluded Staphylococcus aureus and Streptococcus pyogenes.Among Americans of all ages, 
the death rate from flu ranges be-tween 3,000 and 49,000 annually, according to the report.
By DAVID S. CLOUD AND ROBYN 
DIXON
LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)A U.S. drone attacked a vehicle in southern Somalia Monday and killed a senior member of al-Shabab, the militant group that claimed responsibility for the deadly assault on a shopping mall 
in Kenya last month, a U.S. official said.The drone attack is believed to have killed two men riding in the car, including Ibrahim Ali Abdi, a 
Somali the U.S. official described as an explosives expert who had helped carry out suicide attacks and bombings against a United Na-tions facility, embassies and other targets in Somalia since 2008.
The official spoke on condition of anonymity because he was not authorized to publicly discuss the mission.
The drone strike was the first in Somalia since last year, and was part of a recent escalation in U.S. operations in the war-racked country since the mall attack in Nairobi, Kenya.Early this month, Navy SEALs raided a compound along the coast of Somalia, intending to kill or capture Abdulkadir Mohamed 
Abdulkadir, a senior al-Shabab fig-ure better known as Ikrima. They were forced to abandon the mis-sion when they came under heavy 
gunfire.
U.S. officials have played down the idea that the recent attacks are a direct U.S. response to the mall assault, which killed 61 civilians and six members of Kenya’s secu-rity forces. They noted that neither the SEAL raid nor Monday’s drone strike were against alleged perpe-trators of that violence.“Abdi is somebody we have been 
tracking for a while,” the official said. “We have been active against al-Shabab for a long time. They are under a lot of pressure.”The drone attack, which reports from the region said involved three missiles, occurred on a road east of the town of Jilib in south-ern Somalia.Abdi is also known by the name 
Anta Anta, the official said. He is believed to have been involved in 2008 attacks in Somaliland, a semiautonomous region of north-ern Somalia, including on the presidential palace, the Ethio-
pian consulate and an office of the United Nations Development Program.A witness to Monday’s airstrike, Hassan Nur, told Reuters news service that he saw a drone attack a Suzuki vehicle near Jilib.“I heard a big crash and saw a drone disappearing far into the sky. At least two militants died,” Nur said. “I witnessed a Suzuki car burning.“Many al-Shabab men came to the scene,” he said. “I could see them carry the remains of two corpses. It was a heavy missile that the drone dropped. Many cars were driving ahead of me, but the drone targeted this Suzuki.”The attack reportedly occurred as al-Shabab leaders were driving to intervene in a clan dispute.Al-Shabab, an Islamic militant group, controls a large swath of rural Somalia, but it has been try-ing to regain power since being driven out of the capital, Mogadi-shu, and the port city of Kismayo, by troops sent in by the African Union to restore stability.
US official says 
drone strike in 
Somalia killed 
senior member 
of al-Shabab
By MATTHEW SCHOFIELD
MCCLATCHY FOREIGN STAFF (MCT)Michael Goewe was excited when he arrived in his nation’s capital to see the sights.But as he was planning this visit back in his home in Cologne, Ger-
many, he hadn’t figured the seemingly boring U.S. Embassy in central Berlin would be among the must-see items. Plans changed over the last week. A steady stream of news reports on how the Americans had been spying on the German political class, in-cluding now three-term Chancellor Angela Merkel, pinpointed the top 
floor of the embassy.“We knew the spy news this summer, but it’s reached a new mag-nitude when you learn they’ve been spying on the chancellor,” he said. 
“It’s clear now that something has to be done, and so you want to see where it’s based.”When the new American Embassy opened here five years ago, there was more than a little grousing. The building was boring, critics argued, and looked to be more about keep-ing the rest of the world away than projecting an image. Locals worried that reopening the embassy in the very heart of a reunified Berlin, in a reunified Germany, would make the iconic surroundings less ac-cessible. And there were fears that mooted plans to shut down the road running along the backside of the embassy would somehow snarl downtown traffic.
US spying on Europeans a symptom of 
a paranoid government, Germans say
CLAUDIA HIMMELREICH (MCT)
TOP: The U.S. Embassy is seen in Berlin, 
Monday, with the Brandenburg Gate and 
German Reichstag in the background, 
and the Memorial to the Murdered 
Jews of Europe in the foreground. The 
top floor of the embassy has been 
nicknamed “Das Nest” by the German 
magazine Der Spiegel.
ABOVE: The cover of this week’s issue of 
Der Spiegel has a photo looking down 
on what the magazine alleges is the U.S. 
spy setup atop the embassy.
Influenza can 
kill a healthy 
child in just 
days, CDC 
study finds
By KARLYN TIMKO
THE PARTHENONWhen the Marshall Univer-sity men’s soccer team took on Tulsa this past weekend, senior co-captain Zach Hunter couldn’t have picked a better 
time to score his first goal of the season.
After 84 minutes of scoreless play, Tulsa was able to connect 
a corner kick and a header to go up 1-0.
Hunter, the midfielder from 
Marietta, Ga., only needed 58 
seconds for his reply of a top-
shelf strike past the Golden 
Hurricane goalie, evening out 
the score 1-1. After two periods 
of overtime, the game ended in a 1-1 draw.Hunter said it was more than 
gratifying being able to points 
up on the board for his team.“I’ve always had bad blood with Tulsa,” Hunter said.  “Ever 
since they beat us in the finals 
of the conference tournament 
my freshman year they’ve al-ways been on my bad side, so 
scoring on them was something 
I was definitely pumped about. 
I know my time on the field is 
running out so to score a goal like that was really special and 
I’m hoping a can sneak a few 
more in these next few games.”
Hunter said it feels great 
knowing he has been able to 
keep excelling with each pass-
ing year, especially during his 
final ride as a member of the 
Thundering Herd. And this season, the road has been a bumpy one. 
Even with the opening of a 
brand new facility, the Herd has only been able to clench two 
out of eight wins at the Veterans 
Memorial Soccer Complex (2-2-
4), and a 2-8-6 record overall. The Herd’s most recent draw 
left the team with a 0-3-3 re-
cord against C-USA opponents.
Hunter said the damming 
numbers are an unfair reflec-
tion of how the team performs. 
“It has been a tough season, 
but we knew that going into it,” 
Hunter said.  “Each game we’ve had to play, at the time, was the 
biggest game of our season.  We 
were able to go out and play a 
lot of those really good ranked teams close, and there’s a lot to be said about that.  We had our 
chances, and although things 
didn’t fall our way, we were still 
able to grow and develop as a team.”
Despite its losing record, Hunter said it is crucial to keep 
attitudes on the ups.  A single win, like one over Kentucky 
who they encounter Oct. 30, 
would put them in range of a 
spot in the conference tourna-ment. Hunter said once you reach the tournament, every-
thing is fair game. 
“As long as you’re in the tour-
nament, anything can happen,” 
Hunter said.  “If we could just 
get into the bracket, it doesn’t 
make a difference how many wins we’ve collected all season 
long.  Definitely for us seniors 
it’s a huge goal to earn a spot in the tournament.”
Hunter is one of only four seniors on the roster this year, 
along with fellow co-captain 
Travis Brent, Virginia Beach, 
Va., Cody Partyka, Venetia, Pa., 
and Anthony Virgara, Pitts-
burgh, Pa.
Playing alongside of a young 
team like theirs, one that fea-
tures fourteen freshman, 
Hunter said he feels it is the 
four veterans’ duty to lead them 
all in the right direction.  
“Coming from high school, to 
club, to college, it’s a completely 
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Herd crushes Cougars, 94-60, in exhibition
By WILL VANCE
SPORTS EDITOR
The Marshall University Thundering Herd re-
bounded from a slow start to soundly defeat the 
Concord University Cougars 94-60 Monday in the Cam Henderson Center. The exhibition match-up 
was the first live game action the new-look Herd team had seen at home.
“Early on I think we played like a lot of new 
guys would play,” Marshall head coach Tom Her-
rion said of his team mostly composed of new players. “A little skittish, tried to hit a couple 
home runs early, but we settled into the game.”
The Cougars managed to hang with the Herd 
early in the contest, taking a briefly-held lead 
with 18:05 left in the first quarter and maintain-
ing a 13-13 tie halfway through the first half, but 
after that the Herd was able to take control of the 
game. 
“Positives far outweighed the negatives,” Her-
rion said. “I think I got a good taste for our style 
of play. I was so pleased about how hard we played. We played so hard and that has to be our 
fabric, our DNA.” 
As Herrion has said throughout the off-season, 
the Herd played a much more aggressive defense 
against the Cougars, particularly in tough full-
court pressure. That pressure along with quick, 
active defense allowed the Herd to force the 
Cougars into 17 turnovers, though Herrion said 
that the turnovers were not the key factor in the Herds press. “When you become a press team you don’t 
always equate press success with turnovers,” 
Herrion said, ‘it’s speed of the game. I think we 
got them very uncomfortable.”
Junior transfer forward Ryan Taylor, college 
sports madness’s pre-season C-USA freshman of 
the year, showed promise in his first live action in the Henderson Center with a double-double, 
scoring 14 points and pulling down 10 rebounds 
while also showing good hustle including getting 
his own rebound on a missed free throw and put-
ting it back in. 
Redshirt freshman Kareem Canty, playing the 
point guard position that was a weak point for 
the Herd last season, had both good and bad mo-
ments. Canty looked comfortable running the 
point and after missing his first three shots got 
his offense going, sinking his next four shots and 
helping the Herd pull away with 15 points points. At times, however, Canty looked like he was try-
ing to do too much and was slightly out of sync 
with his teammates, committing eight turnovers compared to only three assists. 
“A couple of them were really good passes 
we dropped,” Herrion said of Canty’s turnovers. 
“He’s a talented guy, but no point guard can go 
three [assists] and eight [turnovers].”
When the Herd had a center in the game, 
which if often did not in favor of a three for-
ward lineup, the Senegalese duo of 7-foot-2 
senior Yous Mbao and 6-foot 9 junior transfer 
Cheikh Sane dominated the paint against the 
out-sized Cougars, making good use of their 
length to combine for 12 rebounds, including 
six on the offensive glass. 
Junior transfer and Charleston, W.Va., native 
Tyquane Goard tied Taylor with 10 rebounds to lead all rebounders. As a team, the Herd heavily 
outrebounded the Cougars 51-28. 
“Coach talked about defense and being the 
hardest working team on the court,” junior 
transfter Shawn Smith said. “So we can get those 
steals and rebounds to get in transition and win 
games.” 
The Herd finished the game with five players 
with double-digit points, including newcomers 
Smith, Taylor and Chris Thomas along with re-
turning leading point scorer Elijah Pittman, who 
scored 14 points. 
The Cougars were led by Ali Barnes with 15 
points and Grant Dickinson with 13. 
Taylor said that even though the Herd did not 
play the prettiest game against the Cougars, 
more time together will help the new team get 
on the same page.
“We we’re still off a little bit as you could see with our lobs and turnovers,” Taylor said. “But 
it’s our first exhibition game and we still have a 
week of practice before the regular season, so we 
should be able to gel together and be firing on all cylinders.” 
The Herd will open the regular season Nov. 8 
at home against South Carolina State at 7 p.m. in the Cam Henderson Center. 
Will Vance can be contacted at vance162@
marshall.edu. 
PHOTOS BY ANDREA STEELE | THE PARTHENON
LEFT: Redshirt freshman point guard Kareem Canty directs 
the offense. 
By TAYLOR KIRCHWEHM
THE PARTHENONThe Marshall men’s and women’s cross-country team will travel to Denton, 
Texas, for the 2013 Confer-ence USA Cross-Country 
Championships taking place Saturday.  
Hosted by North Texas, 
the conference meet will 
begin at 9 a.m. with the 
women’s 5k race followed 
by the men’s 8k at 10 a.m. 
With a best-ever finish by a Marshall women’s team last C-USA Championship, the team will look to keep 
improving on its eighth 
place finish. Head coach Jeff 
Small said if the top girls 
finish close together, it will 
help their overall finish. 
“For the girls I think it’s 
more of just trying to run the 
best race of the year,” Small 
said. “Try and get our top five 
girls as tight as possible. We’d 
like to get all five of the first 
five girls within one minute 
of each other. I think if we can 
achieve that goal, then our team place would increase 
and get better.”The men hope to break 
into the top-3 after placing 
fifth the past two seasons. Coach Small’s expectations 
for the men are simple. 
“For the guys we’d like 
top half of the conference,” Small said. 
Senior Adam Frohnapfel 
said the new conference re-
alignment provides a sense 
of unknown about the level 
of competition for the Herd.  
“It’s a lot of people 
we’ve never seen before,” 
Frohnapfel said. “Typically 
East Carolina is like the only 
school we see before confer-
ence. We don’t race against the West Coast schools that much so that’ll be a new 
thing.” One team Marshall was 
able to get a look at is Uni-
versity of North Carolina at Charlotte. Senior Molly Miloscia said Charlotte has 
improved from last season 
but conference will be the true test. 
“It was our first look at Charlotte, and they were a lot better as a team than they were last year,” Milos-cia said. “That’s not what we 
were expecting out of them; 
they were extremely strong as a team.
“We definitely have a re-
ally strong team. We’ve been 
putting in a lot of work, a lot 
of miles so it will be inter-
esting to see when we’re all 
fresh at the conference meet how we do.”
No matter what happens placement wise, Small said he wants both teams to leave it all out there on the course. 
“We just want to have 
goals to put everything out on the course, to extend 
every amount of energy we have to try and run the best that we can,” Small said. 
The Herd’s conference placement determines whether the runners will 
continue on to the NCAA 
Mid-Atlantic Regional meet. 
Taylor Kirchwehm 
can be contacted at 
kirchwehm@marshall .
edu.
Marshall cross-country 
head to conference meet
Hunter making clutch 
plays in his senior year
MONTY GREEN | THE PARTHENON
Senior forward Zach Hunter moves the ball against Northern Kentucky Sept. 22 at Hoops Family Field. 
Junior transfer center Cheikh Sane (right) and junior transfer forward Ryan Taylor (25) block a 
shot by Concord’s Terry Hopewell Monday in the Cam Henderson Center. 
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EDITORIAL
Voice your opinion. It is your right. Answer our poll at 
www.marshallparthenon.com or tweet us your answer at @MUParthenon.
YOU CAN BE HERD
The Parthenon, Marshall University’s student newspaper, is published 
by students Monday through Friday during the regular semester and 
Thursday during the summer. The editorial staff is responsible for news 
and editorial content.
CONTACT US: 109 Communications Bldg.|Marshall University|One John Marshall Drive
Huntington, West Virginia 25755|parthenon@marshall.edu|@MUParthenon
The Constitution of the
United States of America
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of 
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the 
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people to 
peaceably assemble; and to petition the Government for a redress 
of grievances.
THE FIRST 
AMENDMENT
Please keep letters to the edi-tor at 300 words or fewer. They must be saved in Microsoft Word and sent as an attach-ment. Longer letters may be used as guest columns at the editor’s discretion. Guest col-umn status will not be given at the author’s request. All letters must be signed and include an address or phone number for 
confirmation. Letters may be edited for grammar, libelous statements, available space or factual errors. Compelling 
letters  that are posted on The Parthenon website, www.mar-shallparthenon.com, can be printed at the discretion of the editors.
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By STEPHEN OLINER
LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)For months it was a matter of intense speculation: Who would President Obama nominate to chair the Federal Reserve? Now that he has named Janet Yellen, currently the Fed’s vice chair and 
an exceptionally well-qualified candidate, maybe we can move on to discussing a more important issue: the challenges facing the na-tion’s central bank.After having taken extraordi-nary steps to support the economy 
since the financial crisis hit in 2008, the Fed must now engineer a re-turn to more normal policies, and 
that could prove quite difficult.The Federal Open Market Committee, the Fed’s primary policy-setting arm, projects that growth will pick up next year and 
remain fairly strong in 2015, driv-ing down the unemployment rate. 
At the same time, it predicts infla-tion will continue to be subdued.If these happy forecasts are ac-curate, the Fed’s job won’t be all that tough. As the Fed’s current chairman, Ben Bernanke, has signaled, the Fed would slow its purchase of assets under the quan-titative easing program, eventually curtailing them altogether some-
time in 2014. The following year, it would start to increase the federal funds rate and let the large stock of mortgage-backed securities on its balance sheet dwindle as house-
holds refinance or pay off their existing mortgages. No outright sales of assets would be required.But given the Open Market Com-mittee’s lackluster forecasting record, that happy scenario is far from certain, which means the Fed could have to confront an array of tough decisions.One of the toughest will be how long to continue purchas-ing government securities under the quantitative easing program. The Fed already owns more than a third of longer-term market-able Treasury debt and roughly a quarter of the mortgage-backed securities guaranteed by the fed-eral government. If the current pace of purchases continued until 
the end of 2014, the Fed could own close to half of the outstanding longer-term Treasuries and about a third of federally guaranteed mortgage-backed securities. By re-moving such a large share of these securities from circulation, the Fed would run the risk of impairing the operation of these crucial markets 
and of fueling bubbles by pushing investors to hold riskier assets.If confronted with a persistently weak economy, the Federal Reserve will have to give up on quantitative easing at some point. And its options for filling the gap are limited. The Fed’s authority to buy other types of assets is severely constrained; nota-bly, it cannot buy corporate bonds or stocks. As an alternative, the Fed could signal an intention to keep the federal funds rate near zero until 
2016, 2017 or even beyond. But fi-nancial markets could well question the credibility of guidance so far into the future. Ultimately, the Fed might have to concede that it has run out of options, which would be a seri-ous blow.A different set of problems would arise if the economy took 
off and inflation heated up. If the economy were really racing along, the Fed would have to decide whether to sell Treasuries and mortgage-backed securities in addition to lifting the funds rate. In a rising rate environment, the 
value of these fixed-income secu-rities would decline, and the Fed might end up taking a loss on the sales. Even though these would be paper losses with no economic consequences, the Fed’s critics in Congress and elsewhere doubtless would seize on an opportunity to score points.The next Fed chairman will also need to deal with a problem that goes beyond economics: How to communicate effectively with the public. Bernanke has been an innovator on this front. He held regular news conferences, re-leased far more detailed forecasts and frequently signaled the Fed’s likely course of future action. His goal was to make Fed policy more transparent and more predictable, and the changes have been helpful on balance. But this effort has not been fully successful.In fact, the Fed had become more nervous about the outlook but hadn’t told the public, so its de-cision to postpone the taper came 
as a shock to financial markets. The whole episode was a black eye for the Fed, and another mis-
fire like the September surprise could do lasting harm to the Fed’s credibility.
Assuming Yellen is confirmed, she will be stepping into one of 
the toughest jobs in America. She will need all of her formidable skill to succeed, and a healthy dose of luck.
Storm clouds for the Fed
By TOMMY D. G. FERRELL
COLUMNISTWhile we gear up for our own higher 
education budget fight here at Marshall University and around the state of West Vir-ginia, President Barack Obama offered wise words while visiting a New York vocational school Friday:  “If you think education's expensive, wait 'til you see how much igno-rance costs … Don't tell me we can afford to shut down the government, but we can't af-ford to invest in education.”In that same speech, where he advocated for expanded pre-K programs and better access to high-speed Internet, the president emphatically stated that the previous gen-erations where a high school diploma was all one needed for the job market are “over … and not coming back.”West Virginian and American higher edu-cation efforts have not and cannot occur in a protected bubble; we are in a competition, and we need to start acting like it.  Each other state in America and each other na-tion around the globe is doing everything it can to outpace us in terms of education. America’s roles as each the smartest, rich-est, most powerful and downright greatest 
country in the world did not take shape overnight.  Our society got to where it is and has been through hard work and wise ven-turing into innovative and creative ideas, facilitated by strong educationally idealistic roots.
We are losing the first of those roles—
smartest—because we have become too complacent with the other roles.  The money and power have gone to our heads, and now our leaders seem to have forgotten what brought it to us.  It leads me to beg the question, “How can we do any of the great things we do here in America if no one is trained to do any of them?”  From this, many more questions arise.Will our borders be successfully defended without educated personnel?  How we will maintain our tradition as a peacemaker amongst our allies without effectively trained diplomats?  Who will preserve, pro-tect or defend the provisions of our mighty constitution if we lose our tradition of wor-thy legal minds?  Lastly, who is going to take care of all that money we did not put toward higher education if no one at Treasury was able to get a quality education?When our own policies chip away at our 
intelligence, surely our money, power and greatness will also deteriorate.  We are pre-cariously close to that point, and I do not 
want to tip over the edge.  Students, parents and families, and the community-at-large should all band together against further cuts to education projects and initiatives. From broad programs like improvements of teacher education to specialized under-takings like the expansion of high school engineering programs, it is imperative that Americans and West Virginians like you and me oppose downsizing to these pro-grams and that we advocate for wasted cash elsewhere to come to efforts like these. Education truly is an investment; it is a powerful and reliable investment that guar-antees returns far greater than any stock or bond.I feel like I am issuing some call to action with this column every single week, but, frankly, it just goes to show how many im-portant issues are moving in the world of 
education, all at the same time.  Stay diligent on these issues that affect you just as well as future sons and daughters of Marshall.
Tommy D. G. Ferrell can be contacted 
at t.ferrell@marshall.edu.
Education should remain a top priority
LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT) Give women the vote and what outra-
geous thing happens next? In Saudi Arabia, they start demanding the keys to the car.
Thus a relative handful of brave Saudi 
women will slip behind the wheel Satur-
day for a “Day of Female Driving.” Saudi Arabia is the only nation that bars women from driving. Not that there’s an actual law against them doing so. But the government won’t issue them licenses.There are, however, women with licenses obtained in other countries; they will be 
the driving force, if you will, of the Saturday demonstration. They haven’t been driving up to now because of overwhelming tra-ditional and cultural pressure. It simply hasn’t been done.It is unknown how the government will 
react to Saturday’s protest. King Abdul-
lah, who in 2011 granted women the 
right to vote (it takes effect in time for the 
2015 voting cycle) has said that he ex-pected that women would one day drive 
in Saudi Arabia. Saudi authorities warned that police would be cracking down on 
anyone making trouble Saturday, but it was unclear whether that referred to the women drivers or the conservatives who oppose their efforts and intend to launch counter-protests.Make no mistake, this is an act of cour-age, even if it’s one that doesn’t get women 
past first gear in their efforts to gain basic rights that are taken for granted almost ev-erywhere in the developed world. People in the West tend to bemoan the face veils 
and body-hiding robes that most Saudi women must wear in public, but many of the goals at the top of the women’s agenda are more basic.What they want are jobs and a measure of 
self-determination. Their ability to work is limited, and because of rules about keeping unrelated men and women separate, they usually must work for companies that pro-vide women-only work spaces. They wait on different lines at fast-food restaurants and must be served in separate, often less desirable, quarters in restaurants, banks and other public settings. In order to have certain medical procedures or to leave the country, they need the permission of their husbands or a male guardian.
Of all the rights denied to Saudi women, the right to drive might not be the most 
socially or economically important — al-
though the ability to work in Saudi Arabia, where public transit is notoriously poor, is related to the ability to get to one’s job. But there is potent symbolism in women steer-ing their own drive toward a possibly less restrictive future.
In Saudi Arabia, a drive for women’s rights
But there was little talk about the top 
floor of the embassy, and the antennas 
atop it. Until now. This weekend, the latest 
issue of the German magazine Der Spiegel 
has a cover photo with a creepy Cold War 
feel to it of what’s atop the embassy, under 
the headline “Das Nest.”
The magazine analyzes the top floor of 
the building. It focuses on the gray box-
like rooms on the top that appear to have 
stone-colored windows. The magazine 
found experts and journalists who pos-
tulated that such an appearance is likely 
hiding highly sensitive spy equipment. 
They note that documents indicate the 
embassy’s top floors are home to a joint 
National Security Agency and Central In-
telligence Agency spy program.
Berlin visitors say the fact that the em-
bassy rises above the Memorial to the 
Murdered Jews of Europe is a painful 
testament to what can happen when a 
paranoid government moves unchecked. 
The embassy roof offers an unrestricted 
view of the Reichstag a block to the north, 
the seat of the federal government. Two 
blocks to the south is the futuristic Sony 
Center, a symbol of reunified Germany’s 
economic rebirth.
The embassy is, without a doubt, a build-
ing at the very heart of this nation, residing 
in an honored place that has made sense to 
Germans. The United States is considered 
such a staunch and worthy ally.
But then the spy scandal erupted with 
the release by former NSA worker Edward 
Snowden of records that indicated the 
United States was sweeping up hundreds 
of millions of electronic communications. 
The documents he released indicated the 
NSA was studying emails with key words 
or phrases and recording so-called meta-
data from smart phones, information 
tracking the movement and actions of 
phone owners. The embassy became the 
focus of an occasional protest, the slogan 
“United Stasi of America” projected from 
across the street onto its walls.
Hans-Christian Stroebele, the longest 
serving member of Germany’s Bundestag 
intelligence committee, made a point of 
saying that Merkel announced, and Ger-
mans believed, soon after the scandal 
broke that this horrible tale had ended. 
That the scandal instead has intensified is 
deeply disturbing. He admitted it’s a deep 
rift. Fixing it would require the Obama 
administration to “put all facts on the table 
and put an end to the spying immediately, 
and rule out a repetition in the future.”
In Berlin, a city so recently tortured by 
the information-stealing Stasi intelligence 
organization of East Germany, and before 
that by the Gestapo’s brutal use of infor-
mation in Nazi Germany, such allegations 
cut deeply.
But in the past week, the anger has in-
creased. The reason is simple: Germans 
might not appreciate the means but are 
as anti-terrorism as any people and could 
understand the motives. But tapping the 
cellphones of their chancellor and other 
political leaders clearly has nothing to do 
with anti-terror efforts.
Johannes Thimm, a North America 
expert at the German Institute for Interna-
tional and Security Affairs, a Berlin think 
tank, said it’s becoming increasingly clear 
that the NSA is violating a lot of laws 
around the globe, and for very little, if any, 
worthwhile gain.
“This spying cannot plausibly be ex-
plained as the prevention of terrorist 
activities,” he said. “The notion that the 
ends justify the means is a Cold War mind-
set, and I would argue this mindset didn’t 
serve the West well even in the Cold War.”
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Penn State to pay $59.7 million 
in settlements to 26 men who 
claim abuse by Sandusky
By MIKE DAWSON
CENTRE DAILY TIMES (MCT)
Penn State has paid $59.7 
million in out-of-court settle-
ments to 26 men claiming 
they were abused by former 
football coach and convicted 
pedophile Jerry Sandusky, 
the university reported 
Monday.
Penn State reviewed claims 
brought by 32 men, and 23 of 
those have been signed, the 
university said. There remain 
three settlements in prin-
ciple and the documentation 
will be finalized over the next 
few weeks, the university 
said.
The other six claims were 
rejected because they were 
found to be "without merit," 
the university said.
The announcement on 
Monday was the first and ap-
parently last official word the 
university has given about 
the specific details in the San-
dusky settlement process, 
which was authorized in July 
during the board of trustees 
meeting.
University officials have 
said they would only release 
the amount of the combined 
settlements once they were 
finalized, though trustee Ted 
Brown later said $60 million 
was the amount approved for 
all settlements combined.
Penn State said liabil-
ity insurance policies are 
expected to cover the settle-
ment amounts and the legal 
defense against the claims 
brought against the univer-
sity, employees and trustees. 
The university said any ex-
penses that are not covered 
by the insurance will be paid 
from interest on loans the 
university made to other 
units on campus.
It has not been reported 
how much the individual 
claimants received. Lawyers 
for the claimants have said 
the settlements contain a 
non-disclosure agreement 
forbidding them from re-
leasing how much they were 
paid.
The nearly $60 million in 
settlements will be reflected 
in the university's audited 
financial statements for 
2013-14. The board of trust-
ees' audit and risk committee 
will meet Friday to review 
2012-13 audited financial 
statements, according to a le-
gal notice.
Among the men whose 
claims have been signed and 
settled is Victim 2, the young 
man at the center of a 2001 
incident in a campus locker 
room that ultimately cost 
head coach Joe Paterno his 
job. Matt Sandusky, an ad-
opted son of Jerry Sandusky 
who said his adoptive father 
molested him, also settled, 
lawyer Andrew Shubin said.
One of the claimants, Vic-
tim 6 from the grand jury 
presentment against San-
dusky, is suing Penn State 
in federal court. Penn State 
asked the judge for a stay 
until criminal prosecutions 
against three Penn State 
administrators have been re-
solved, but the young man's 
lawyers are fighting the uni-
versity's attempt to put a 
hold on the case.
A spokeswoman for the le-
gal team representing Victim 
6 declined to comment.
Rodgers further exposed Vikings' defense
Minnesota Vikings wide receiver Greg Jennings (15) talks with Green Bay Packers quarterback Aaron Rodgers (12) at the end of the game 
Sunday, at Mall of America Field in Minneapolis, Minn.
Pollak used impressions to 
tell stories of working with 
and meeting actors such as 
Rip Torn, Peter Faulk and 
Jack Nicholson.
While impressions were 
the primary focus in the per-
formance, Pollak used a more 
traditional style of stand-up 
to poke fun at various topics 
such as Twitter, Lady Gaga 
and how every man makes 
a Robert De Niro face while 
checking his phone.
The audience had their 
hopes met with Pollak pro-
viding laughter with new and 
old jokes alike.
Zach Haught can be 
contacted at haught36@
marshall.edu.
different game,” Hunter said. “I feel a 
responsibility to usher these kids into 
their playing career. Especially since af-
ter I’m done, they have to be the ones to 
carry this team, so it’s a lot of pressure to 
make sure they get going.”
Hunter will have just three games to 
lead by example in hopes to make an im-
pression on his young team. Despite the 
quick-ticking clock, the applied chemis-
try major is looking forward to what lies 
ahead of him.
“It’s hard to mentally balance every-
thing and stay in the moment at this 
point,” Hunter said. “Right now I’m try-
ing to get into medical school, sending 
out applications and hoping to hear back 
from people. But at the same time, it’s 
still nice being an undergraduate and 
being a soccer player. So on one hand, 
I’m worried about a med school inter-
view, but I also have to play Kentucky on 
Wednesday.” 
The Wildcats will come to Huntington 
to face the Herd at the Veterans Memo-
rial Soccer Complex for the first time 
at 7 p.m. Wednesday. Hunter said he is 
looking forward to his last run-in with 
his neighboring rivals.
“Kentucky is always such an intense 
game,” Hunter said. “They come out with 
this attitude that they’re a big SEC school 
with hopes to beat up on little Marshall. 
Each time they’re always very into it and 
very physical and never disappoint us from 
that aspect. I’m definitely very excited.”
After Wednesday’s game, Marshall will 
have only one other home game at 7 p.m. 
on Nov. 8 when they take on University 
of Alabama at Birmingham.
Karlyn Timko can be contacted at 
timko@marshall.edu. 
By CHIP SCOGGINS
STAR TRIBUNE (MCT)
Flip of a coin. That's the Vikings' suc-
cess rate on third-down defense.
Actually, they're slightly worse than 
that after Green Bay's Aaron Rodgers 
carved them up Sunday night. Oppo-
nents are converting 51 percent of their 
third-down opportunities against the Vi-
kings, which is easily the worst mark in 
the NFL.
For context, the Vikings are on pace 
to become the first team since the 1995 
Cleveland Browns to allow 50 percent 
conversions on third down.
Myriad deficiencies have contributed 
to the Vikings' 1-6 record, and the de-
fense's inability to get off the field at a 
reasonable rate on third down belongs 
prominently on that list.
The Vikings rank last in the NFL in time 
of possession, a bad sign for a team that's 
built around a ball-control offense. Their 
defensive issues are partly to blame.
A season-long sore spot became a 
full-blown nightmare in a 44-31 loss to 
the Packers. Green Bay converted 13 of 
18 third-down chances, scored on eight 
consecutive possessions and did not 
punt once all game.
The Vikings struggles on third down 
enabled the Packers to consume 40 min-
utes, 54 seconds in time of possession. 
The Vikings ran only three offensive 
plays in the third quarter.
Rodgers was particularly masterful on 
third down, converting 10 of 10 passes 
for 172 yards and two touchdowns. He 
also rushed three times for 29 yards on 
third down, all resulting in first downs.
"It's not pretty and unfortunately it 
has been the flavor of the month for us," 
linebacker Chad Greenway said. "We 
haven't been good at all on third down 
across the board."
Now, the scary part: It could actu-
ally get worse. The Vikings still must 
play seven of the top 11 highest-scor-
ing teams in the NFL in their final nine 
games, starting with the Dallas Cowboys 
on Sunday in Arlington, Texas.
The Vikings could be without three 
of their four starters in the secondary, 
too. Safety Harrison Smith already is 
on injured reserve, and Cook (hip mus-
cle strain) and safety Jamarca Sanford 
(groin strain) were injured Sunday.
Frazier said the coaching staff will 
spend the next few days evaluating ev-
ery facet of their third-down approach to 
determine if there's anything that can be 
done to fix that area. However, he admit-
ted that "I don't know what you can do 
personnel-wise" this late in the season.
Frazier and several players credited 
Rodgers' brilliance in dissecting their 
breakdowns. In particular, cornerback 
Josh Robinson and Green-way had tight 
coverage on Green Bay's first two scores, 
but Rodgers managed to thread passes 
to Jordy Nelson for 11-yard and 76-yard 
touchdowns.
"You go back and look at film and guys 
were in perfect position, but Aaron Rod-
gers finds a way to get the ball to (his 
receivers)," Sanford said. "The passes 
he throws, there's no way you can re-
ally defend it when it comes down to it. 
The throws he was making, most quar-
terbacks would look that way and would 
be like, 'Oh, that guy is covered.' But he 
finds a way to get the ball in there."
Frazier made that point to Robinson, 
who has struggled all season in coverage.
"I told Josh, 'I don't know if myself or 
any of the other coaches could tell you 
to do anything different from what you 
did,'" Frazier said. "You have to give 
(Rodgers) some credit, give their offense 
some credit. But then we still have to 
find ways to keep them out of so many 
manageable third downs."
Even that doesn't guarantee success, 
though. On third-and-16 late in the third 
quarter, Rodgers eluded Brian Robison's 
pass rush, scrambled to his right and 
fired a pass back across field. Jarrett 
Boykin caught it and still had time to 
lunge twice for a first down.
"Our guys are doing the very best that 
they can," Frazier said. "We have some 
young guys on the back end that are 
battling, they're getting better, they're 
making some headway. So I don't know if 
there's very much you can do there. We 
have to look at what we're asking them to 
do and how can we help them to be better 
at what we're asking them to do."
RICK WOOD | MILWAUKEE JOURNAL SENTINEL (MCT)
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TODAY IN THE LIFE!
1. “Royals" by Lorde
2. “Wake Me Up" by Avicii
3. “Roar” by Katy Perry
4. “Wrecking Ball” by Miley Cyrus
5. “All That Matters“ by Justin Bieber
6. “Hold On, We’re Going Home 
(feat. Majid Jordan)” by Drake 
7. “Counting Stars” by OneRepublic
8. “The Fox (What Does the Fox 
Say?)” by Ylvis
9. "Applause" by Lady Gaga
10. “Let Her Go” by Passenger
ITUNES TOP 10 SONGS
Civil War Days returns to Guyandotte 
GEOFFREY FOSTER | THE PARTHENON
THE PARTHENONCivil War history will come alive this weekend as local resi-dents once again witness the historic Battle of Guyandotte at Guyandotte Civil War Days, an event that is celebrating its 152nd anniversary. However, one cannot fully appreciate the 
re-enactment without first knowing the event on which it is based.In 1861, Guyandotte, which at the time was located in Vir-ginia, sat alone on the banks of the Ohio River. The nearest community was the newly founded town of Ceredo, ten miles to the west. In April of that year, Virginia seceded from the union, much 
to the joy of many Guyandotte residents. Despite their fierce loyalty to the confederacy, when Union troops took control of the town three months later, the citizens succumbed with-
out much of a fight. However, the occupation was short-lived. On Nov. 10, a confederate regiment arrived to reclaim its lost city. It was a quiet evening in town as the confederates secretly prepared their attack. Two detachments were sent to block the eastern and western ends of the town to prevent possible escape. The remainder of the force, largely comprised of cavalrymen, charged into town 
catching Union soldiers completely off-guard. After a short, but bloody battle, the raiders seized control of the town, with no small measure of help from many townspeople. The next morning, surviving Union soldiers, and residents who helped them defend the city, were tied up and led out of town towards a prison camp in Rich-mond, Va.As the prisoners were carted away, the steamer S.S. Boston arrived, carrying about 200 Union soldiers. The steamboat docked nearby and the militia onboard marched toward Guyandotte. Upon arrival, the few soldiers who had survived the attack mentioned the assistance that a major-ity of the townsfolk gave to the raiders. Colonel John Zeigler, enraged at the news, ordered the men to burn the town. Many businesses and churches were torched, along with the houses of Guyandotte’s most eminent secessionists. Several people attempted to defend their homes. All but one of them failed. That one was Madie Carroll, who refused to leave her home. The soldiers, unwilling to burn the home with the woman and her family inside, burnt her barn in-stead. When it was all over, two-thirds of Guyandotte was little more than ashes.
Now, 152 years later, the battle is happening again. Con-federate soldiers in full combat regalia will ride their horses 
down Main Street, opening fire on the Union soldiers at-tempting to defend the besieged town. They will be wearing 
authentic uniforms and brandishing real firearms as rifle and cannon blasts echo across the city. The only difference is the soldier’s weapons will have no bullets, only gunpowder. The event, which occurs Friday through Sunday, swings into full gear Saturday. The site will open at 10 a.m. and the main battle will begin at 1 p.m. Various merchants, selling Civil War memorabilia and the like, will be set up on the east side of Main Street all weekend, adjacent to food and bever-age vendors. The re-enactment will continue Sunday at 1 p.m. It will consist of two scenarios, another battle and the attempted burning of the historic Madie Carroll house, one of the few original structures from that time period that still stands.                  The event, dubbed Thunder in the Village, will be prefaced by several historical lectures beginning Wednesday. Other activities will include church and memorial services, open tours of the Madie Carroll house and two haunted history tours. The event is located at 227 Main St. in Guyandotte. Ad-mission is free. 
By ROGER MOORE
MCCLATCHY-TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE (MCT)Paddy is a widower who spends his lonely days watching TV in his bathrobe.Sam can barely summon the energy to wisecrack about the aged wrecks who share the pool in his jazzercise for seniors class.Archie has a post-stroke regimen of pills and a son who nags him to take it easy “at your age.”And Billy wears the decades of too-much California tanning and the stress of keeping 
up with a fiancee half his age. Yeah, you’ll want to PARTY with these guys. Especially after you learn that they’re played by Oscar winners Robert De Niro, Kevin Kline, Morgan Freeman and Michael Douglas, respectively. Espe-cially after you learn that they’re about to cut loose at a bachelor party.“Last Vegas” is an on-the-nose, on-the-money “Grumpy Old Men with Hangovers” set in Sin City. It’s a comedy that, thanks to its Oscar-studded cast, leans more toward the sentimental than the sinful. So there’s no tiger, no Mr. Chow; the “Hangover” debauch-ery is more mild than wild. And instead of crazed encounters with Mike Tyson, our quartet, friends since childhood, cut loose with a Cirque du Soleil troupe.Back in their doo wop music past, they were the “Flatbush Four,” pals who stuck together against bullies, swiped booze and pined for the same girl. Now pushing 70, they’re reunited when Malibu Billy (Doug-
las) finally ties the knot.Each has a hurdle to clear before mak-ing the trek to their bachelor gathering. Sam’s wife (Joanna Gleason) gifts him a condom and suggests he (Kline) get busy, 
just to get his game back. Archie (Free-man) has to dodge his son (Michael Ealy) and sneak out. And Archie and Sam both have to trick Paddy (De Niro), who bears some ancient grudge against Billy.They do what people do in Vegas — play blackjack, do a little dance, fall in love with a lounge singer (Mary Steenburgen), crack jokes. Oh, and get down tonight.There are great pleasures in being in the company of seasoned pros who know how to sell a punch line. How old is your bride, Billy?”“She’s almost 32.”“I’ve got a hemorrhoid that’s almost 32.”Or “You look good.”“You LIE good.” Freeman sings a little and dances a little. An ornery De Niro cracks wise and scowls. Kline riffs and Douglas plays the straight man with a wistful (yeah, he knows the bride’s too young) charm.And Steenburgen positively beams. After years of playing moms and straight-laced wives, she croons a few standards in the Vegas vein and holds her own with the big boys.Jon Turteltaub (“National Treasure”) cap-tures the garish, cleavage-friendly setting, sets up the senior-citizen sight gags with skill and mostly just lets his high-mileage cast score laughs and pass along tidbits of wisdom to assorted sinning youngsters in between sentimental reveries.“Last Vegas” isn’t “out there” in a “Hang-over” sense. It’s comical comfort food, with actors doing the sorts of things they’ve done for decades. But even if this is the safest Ve-gas romp of them all, this cast never lets us forget that we’re in very good hands. 
‘Last Vegas’ is ‘Hangover’ 
with heart — and old guys
From left, Kevin Kline (as Sam Harris), Morgan Freeman (as Archie Clayton), Robert De Niro (as Paddy Connors) and Michael Douglas (as Billy 
Gherson) star in CBS Films' comedy "Last Vegas."
"LAST VEGAS"
2.5 stars (Grade: 
C-plus)
Cast: Michael Doug-
las, Morgan Freeman, 
Robert De Niro, Mary 
Steenburgen, Kevin 
Kline 
Directed by Jon Tur-
teltaub, written by 
Dan Fogelman. A 
CBS Films release. 
Running time: 1:40
MPAA rating: PG-
13 on appeal for 
sexual content and 
language 
A week ago, an im-
age of a carload of 
Beatles fans who 
had skipped school 
to see the band 
nearly 50 years 
ago appeared in 
USA TODAY as an 
effort to find the 
six Ringo Starr had 
photographed. 
Gary Van Deursen, 
Suzanne Rayot, Ar-
lene Norbe, Charlie 
Schwartz and Bob Toth, now in their mid-
60s, (Matt Blender, the sixth passenger, died 
in 2011) were amazed to discover Starr’s 
search. “I thought it was a great photo,” Starr 
said of the photo. “I want to thank them for be-
ing so cool and smiling at me from their car. It 
was one of those moments.” 
LOST AND FOUND
GARY FRIEDMAN | 
LOS ANGELES TIMES 
| MCT
A tour bus carrying Jason Aldean and his 
company hit and killed a pedestrian Monday 
in Indiana. The bus struck Albert Kennedy, of 
Vincennes, Ind., when he “walked out into 
the middle of the roadway,” ABC News re-
ported. Kennedy was confirmed dead at the 
scene. “In all the years I’ve been touring and 
all the miles we’ve driven, nothing prepares 
you for something like this to happen,” Aldean 
said via his WhoSay account. “I’m praying 
for Albert Kennedy’s family and friends today 
and ask that you do the same.”
TOUR BUS TRAUMA
CHUCK ZLOTNICK | CBS FILMS | MCT
